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					Abstract

					ABSTRACT: The essay interrogates faces as fictional realities, particular sites of
                  artistic signification. What do such faces signify, and how? While its focus is Danish
                  literary texts since Kierkegaard, my search for answers begins by crossing artistic
                  and discursive boundaries—of films, architectural musings, facial prints—and concludes
                  that impressions of real faces must be erased in order for their artistic counterparts
                  to surface. Modern art distances itself from reality so as to approach it, makes it
                  disappear before resurrecting it on art’s own terms, disables it to enable an image
                  of it. “Where everything coincides with its image/reality ceases to exist,” says Danish poet Per Højholt. But if cessation of reality is (post)modern artistic reality’s sine qua non, it is also what makes the given come into being. In the words of another Danish poet, Poul Porum: “See a non-face/behind an everything mask.” The mask is everything, the face behind it nothing; yet it is this visible, significant
                  nothing we are summoned to behold and contemplate.
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	About the journal

	
		Scandinavian-Canadian Studies/Études Scandinaves au Canada is a journal published by the AASSC (Association for the Advancement of Scandinavian Studies in Canada/L’Association pour L’Avancement des études Scandinaves au Canada). It expresses in concrete—and more recently virtual—form the Association’s conviction that there is much to be learned from peoples of Scandinavia, not least by Canadians, who share a comparable geopolitical situation, as well as social and cultural histories and values. Articles and reviews, which may be published in either English or French, deal with a wide range of subjects: translation, indigenous studies, postcolonialism, politics, film, contemporary literature, Scandinavian immigration to Canada, Icelandic sagas, and so on. The first volume was published in 1983.
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