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					Abstract

					ABSTRACT: This article considers the role of found objects in the work of Finnish
                  film maker Aki Kaurismäki.  Acknowledging the legacy of such objects in 20th-century
                  art and performance inaugurated by the “readymades” of Marcel Duchamp and Dadaism, this article focuses on the concept of Zuhandenheit (ready-to-hand), the meaningful employment of objects in relation to living in the
                  world.  Kaurismäki’s use of found objects, both within the diegesis of various films
                  and in the making of the films themselves, is compared to the existential phenomenology
                  of Martin Heidegger, specifically in relation to that philosopher’s concerns with
                  how human beings “dwell” in post-World War II Europe.  Kaurismäki has many connections with mid-century existentialism,
                  and his creative employment of found objects in constructing his films creates a distinct
                  cinematic realm frequently called “Aki-” or “Kaurismäki-land.”  Found objects prove to be indispensable in creating the distinctive style of the
                  films, serve as plot elements, furnish the mise-en-scène, provide material links between the various films, and, as in Zuhandenheit, are utilized to address Kaurismäki’s fundamental concerns with dwelling in the real
                  world, as well as in Aki-land. 
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	About the journal

	
		Scandinavian-Canadian Studies/Études Scandinaves au Canada is a journal published by the AASSC (Association for the Advancement of Scandinavian Studies in Canada/L’Association pour L’Avancement des études Scandinaves au Canada). It expresses in concrete—and more recently virtual—form the Association’s conviction that there is much to be learned from peoples of Scandinavia, not least by Canadians, who share a comparable geopolitical situation, as well as social and cultural histories and values. Articles and reviews, which may be published in either English or French, deal with a wide range of subjects: translation, indigenous studies, postcolonialism, politics, film, contemporary literature, Scandinavian immigration to Canada, Icelandic sagas, and so on. The first volume was published in 1983.

	




	
		Make a Submission
	


	
		
			Make a Submission
		
	




			

			



	

	

					
				Scandinavian-Canadian Studies[image: University of Alberta Library] | Print ISSN 0823-1796 | eISSN 2816-5187
Editor: Dr. Natalie Van Deusen
Contact | Privacy Policy

			

		
		
			
				[image: More information about the publishing system, Platform and Workflow by OJS/PKP.]
			
		

	










