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					Abstract

					ABSTRACT: Sånger från andra våningen [Songs from the Second Floor] was Roy Andersson’s first feature film in 25 years when it won the Special Jury Prize
                  at the Cannes Film Festival in 2000. It exemplifies the maturation of a distinctive
                  filmmaking style Andersson developed in two and half decades of making shorts and
                  advertising films and testifies to his decades-long engagement with Peruvian modernist
                  César Vallejo’s poetry. Andersson is known for his contentious relationship with Sweden’s
                  film establishment, and his critiques of Nordic contemporary filmmakers parallel Vallejo’s
                  similarly pointed critiques, in 1930s Paris, of the so-called “revolutionary” agenda of French Surrealists. The formal correspondences between Vallejo’s modernist
                  poetry and Andersson’s “trivialist” cinema are likewise striking. In this essay, I argue that the spectre of Vallejo
                  has so informed the development of Andersson’s distinctive vision and style as a filmmaker
                  that an investigation of the interart correspondences between this unlikely pairing
                  of avantgardists is overdue.
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	About the journal

	
		Scandinavian-Canadian Studies/Études Scandinaves au Canada is a journal published by the AASSC (Association for the Advancement of Scandinavian Studies in Canada/L’Association pour L’Avancement des études Scandinaves au Canada). It expresses in concrete—and more recently virtual—form the Association’s conviction that there is much to be learned from peoples of Scandinavia, not least by Canadians, who share a comparable geopolitical situation, as well as social and cultural histories and values. Articles and reviews, which may be published in either English or French, deal with a wide range of subjects: translation, indigenous studies, postcolonialism, politics, film, contemporary literature, Scandinavian immigration to Canada, Icelandic sagas, and so on. The first volume was published in 1983.
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