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					Abstract

					ABSTRACT: Ingmar Bergman’s 1953 Gycklarnas afton [Sawdust and Tinsel] is a film that has received little attention, despite major critics’ agreement that
                  it is a masterpiece, Bergman’s first classic. To ascertain why it warrants the critical
                  acclaim of most serious film scholars, this article uses a close-reading methodology
                  to examine four different aspects of the work: the frequent occurrence of metafilmic
                  moments, the radically experimental Frost and Alma sequence, the film’s extensive
                  and complex use of mirrors, and the unusual editing and shot compositions that mark
                  the beginning and end of the film.  These strategies document a self-reflexive aesthetic,
                  a thorough-going preoccupation with the notion of performance both within and outside
                  theatrical institutions, presenting a tacit argument for the impossibility of authentic
                  subjectivity, the importance of the mask. Ultimately the film presages precisely those
                  elements of Bergman’s later production that have made him one of the most important
                  figures in twentieth-century film.    
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	About the journal

	
		Scandinavian-Canadian Studies/Études Scandinaves au Canada is a journal published by the AASSC (Association for the Advancement of Scandinavian Studies in Canada/L’Association pour L’Avancement des études Scandinaves au Canada). It expresses in concrete—and more recently virtual—form the Association’s conviction that there is much to be learned from peoples of Scandinavia, not least by Canadians, who share a comparable geopolitical situation, as well as social and cultural histories and values. Articles and reviews, which may be published in either English or French, deal with a wide range of subjects: translation, indigenous studies, postcolonialism, politics, film, contemporary literature, Scandinavian immigration to Canada, Icelandic sagas, and so on. The first volume was published in 1983.
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